The significance of the ipazyme IgA and IgG antibody test in the diagnosis of urogenital chlamydial infections.
Urogenital specimens from 200 male and female patients were cultivated for the detection of C. trachomatis. For comparison, serum of the same patients was investigated with the Ipazyme IgA and IgG test. This comparison of culture and serological tests revealed a sensitivity of the IgA Ipazyme test of 56% and a specificity of 81%. For the IgG Ipazyme test, the corresponding values were 77% and 39%. The sensitivity of the conventional immunofluorescence test reached 46% and its specificity was 50% for the same group of patients. Antibiotic treatment of 13 IgA-positive patients resulted in a significant decrease of the titre in only one case. The introduction of the Ipazyme test does not open a new aspect in chlamydial serology, i.e. the diagnostic value of serology for the detection of a current chlamydial infection remains low.